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IN THE SPRING OF 1963 i SURVEY FORMS WERE SENT TO 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TE.'.CHERS AND PRINCIPALS IN 15 HIGH 
SCHOOLS, AND ALL RESPONDED. IN 13 SCHOOLS, IT WAS POSSIBLE 
FOR VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE STUDENTS TO SCHEDULE THE ACADEMIC 
COURSES REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION TO THE B.S. DEGREE CURRICULUM 
OF THE SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE. 

OF THE 92 HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS ENROLLED IN VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE, 22 HAD APPLIED FOR ADMISSION TO COLLEGE, AND 15 
HAD APPLIED FOR ADMISSION TO EITHER THE B.S. OR ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE CURRICULUM IN THE SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE. IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE 

vocational agriculture student who is academically capable 

SHOULD COMPLETE THE ACADEMIC COURSES REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TO MOST COLLEGES. (PS) 
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has been recognlLd education in agriculture 

off-farm agricultural ®®^®er in farming or for 

production agriculture and^^rurai ® broad knowledge of 

entry into suA careers^lr^ ®«®«“tial. Each year the 
difficult. More and more^win^fv. graduation is becoming more 

high school training witt additi^nar“S® “f" supplement his 

it is good insur^I for canfM« o education. With this in mind, 

time of high school araduet:inn have completed at the 

the agricultwe curriculum in ooi? sAool should want to enroll in 
agriculture, have particinaiari • ®ge since they are interested in 



4 units (years) of English 
1 unit (year) of Algebra 
1 unit (year) of Plane Geometry 
1 unit (year) of History 
1 unit (year) of Laboratory Science 
_2 units of Approved Electives 
15 units 



The above requirements do 
Science degree (agriculture) • 
degree are: 



not apply to the Associate in Applied 
The entrance requirements for this 



4 units (years) of English 
High School Graduate 



Punsose of the Study 



In order to determine the extenr graduates of the 15 departments 
of vocational agricultixre with P. P. A. Chapters in the state were 
meeting course entrance requirements for the B, degree in the 
School of Agriculture at the University of Delaware, a survey was made 
in the spring of 1963. Specifically, the survey attempted to secure 
the following information: 

1. Per cent of schools in which vocational agriculture students 
could schedule the necessary academic courses required for 
admission to the B. S. degree curriculum of the School of 
Agriculture at the University of Delaware without difficulty 
or without making "special arrangements." 

2. Per cent of schools in which vocational agriculture students 
could schedule the necessary academic courses required for 
admission to the B. S. degree curriculum of the School of 
Agriculture at the University of Delaware with some diffi- 
culty or without making "special arrangements." 

3. Per cent of schools not permitting the scheduling of neces- 
sary academic subjects by vocational agriculture students 
for admission to the B. S. degree curriculum of the School 
of Agriculture at the University of Delaware. 

4. Number of senior boys enrolled in vocational agriculture. 

5. Per cent of senior boys enrolled in vocational agriculture 
meeting entrance requirements for the B. S. degree in the 
School of Agriculture at the University of Delaware at the 
time of graduation. 

6. Per cent of senior boys enrolled in vocational agriculture 
who rvnk in the upper one-half of their high school graduat- 
ing class. 

7. Per cent of senior boys in vocational agriculture who have 
applied for admission to the B. S. curriculum in agriculture 
at the University of Delaware. 

8. Per cent of senior boys in vocational agriculture who have 
applied for admission to the Associate degree curriculum in 
agriculture at the University of Delaware. 



9. Per cent of senior boys in vocational agriculture who have 
applied for admission to an agricultural curriculum at a 
college or university other than the University of Delaware. 

10. Per cent of senior boys in vocational agriculture who have 
applied for admission to a curriculum other than agriculture 
at the University of Delaware. 



Procedure 



A survey form was distributed to the teachers of vocational agri- 
culture and the high school principals in each of the 15 high schocls 
late in the spring of 1963. One hundred per cent return of the survey 
fonas was obtained. 



Report of the Study 

The situation in Delaware regarding the degree to which high 
school graduates of vocational agriculture could meet the entrance 
requirements of the B. S. degree curriculum of the School of Agri- 
culture at the University of Delaware is reported in Table I. 



Table I 

The Extent to Which 15 Delaware High Schools Provide Oppor- 
tunity for Vocational Agriculture Students to Schedule the 
Necessary Academic Courses to Meet Entrance Requirements of 
the B. S Degree Curriculum of the School of Agriculture at 
the University of Delaware 



Extent to Which Needed 

Academic Courses Could be Number of 

Scheduled Along with Vo-Ag Departments Per Cent 

Possible - no problem 11 74 

Possible - with “special 

arrangements" or some difficulty 2 13 

Not Possible ^ 13 

15 100 



seventy- four per cent of the high schools in Delaware that have 
vocational^riculture in their curriculum and sponsor ® 
the P. P. A. permit vocational agricultwe g degree 

necessary academic courses needed for admission to the B. S. degree 
curricula of the School of Agriculture at the University <>« 

Slri^ ^r cent of the schools in which agriculture ® 

Muld provide vocational agriculture students an 
schedule the needed academic courses witt some speci students 
Another 13 per cent reported that vocational ses. 

for various reasons, could not enroll in the necessary 

High School Seniors Enrolled in Vocational 
Agriculture Wh o We re Int erested in College 

There were 92 high school seniors enrolled in 
culture in Delaware during the 1962-63 sdhool year, « 

30 per cent, were completing or had completed ^® ®®®f®"‘^“ 
r^ired fo; entrance to the B. S. decree curriculum in Soh^l of 
Agriculture. Of the 92 seniors, 28, 30j^r ranked in the 

upper one-half of their high school graduating classes. 

The survey showed that 22 seniors enrolled in 
-ulture had applied for admission to institutions of highe 
if iHot kn^n how many seniors were accepted and are 
rollege, however, approximately 24 per cent of ^® ” s^iors had^^^ 
applied for college admission. Nationwide approximately P 
of all high school graduates obtain some college training. 

Of this group of 22 seniors that had applied for admission to 
instiJut^ns of higher learning, 8, or 36 per cent, had 
admission to the B. S. degree curricula in agriculture a .ppxied 

versity of Delaware. Seven, or approximately 32 per 

for admission to the Associate in Applied ®®^®"°®^®“2f seniors ^ 
at the university of Delaware. Biis shows that J^® J®"^ 

planning to further their education at the J® . ' 

68 per cent, had made application to the School g 
University of Delaware# 

Of the remaining seven, four, or 18 per cent, had ®PP^^®^ J®^ 
admission to an agricultural curriculum at a ®®^^®9® ®' ^ 

other than the University of Delaware and three, or 14 P®' ®®®*' 
applied for admission to a curriculum other than agriculture 
college or university other than the University of Delaware. None had 
applied for admission to a curriculum other than agriculture at 

University of Delaware. 
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Summatv and Conclusions 

It was possible for vocational agriculture students to schedule 
the academic courses required for admission to the B. S. curriculum 
of the School of Agriculture at the University of Delaware in 87 per 
cent of the schools. 

Approximately 24 per cent of the high school seniors enrolled in 
vocational agriculture had a' plied for admission to college and 68 
per cent of these had applied to either the B. S. or Associate degree 
curriculum in the School of Agriculture at the University of Delaware. 

It is recommended that the vocational agriculture student who is 
academically capable complete the academic courses required for ad- 
mission to most colleges. While in high school a young man's goal 
may be strongly pointed toward an agricultural occupation in which he 
believes a college education is not necessary, but as he progresses 
through school this goal might change. He may see college attendance 
as necessary additional training to reach this new goal. Teachers 
and guidance personnel ^ould be particularly alert concerning such 
students and should counsel with them as intelligently as possible. 



The author is indebted to Dr. David a. McClay, 
Head, Department of Agricultural Education, 

The Pennsylvania State University, for many 
of the ideas and the format used in this study. 
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